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Otoshi ~At Japanese cafeterias & Japanese-style pubs~
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At an /zakaya (Japanese-style pub), you may be served an otosh/ dish without having ordered anything. An
otoshi is essentially a table charge. It is a small dish you receive after being seated.
Otoshiis a unique aspect of Japanese culture, so please try to enjoy otoshi during your stay in Japan.
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While you are waiting for your meal, an otoshimay be served as a snack
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You do not order an otoshi. It is served automatically.
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It is a paid service and serves as a sort of table charge
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Servmg otoshiis seen as an act of hospitality (“omotenash/’)
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It is said that originally restaurant owners gave their customers small dishes to enjoy while drinking sake
until the food was ready to be served
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It is believed that ofoshi culture started in the Edo period (17t century) ' I‘”
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If you have an allergy, don’t hesitate to tell staff
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If you have an allergy or any dietary restrictions, please don’t hesitate to let staff know.
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It might be possible for you to be served another ofoshidish
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It is a precious chance to enjoy seasonal dishes!
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Sometimes restaurant owners serve their recommended dishes or seasonal foods as otosh/ "\-:‘
LQEAIL 0|9t 22 FH Q2|8 52 4 9= Tl YLt .~ 4

So otoshi gives you a good chance to try some of the restaurant’s best dishes
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If you find something that you like, feel free to ask the staff about it.
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